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[Abstract:] Nickel can only be purchased after advit., & therefore... 
P 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
October 29, 1883 


Sir: 


Referring to your letter of the 15th instant, enclosing a letter from Joseph Wharton, Esq., 
offering to duplicate his recent sale of nickel to your Mint at 91 cents per pound, I have to state 
that Section 3528 of the Revised Statutes provides “that the metal required for the minor coinage 
shall be purchased by public advertisement”. 


You cannot therefore accept the offer of Mr. Wharton to furnish 20,000 pounds 
additional at same rate as last purchase but when you require nickel you must purchase the same 
by public advertisement. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


